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The following provides a summary of my suggestions for changes to, and comments on constitution 

reform. 

1. Parliament and the Executive 

Both Houses of Parliament should be elected. 

a) House of Representatives – The first-past-the-post ballot should be used for 

Constituency representatives. 

b) The Senate should be elected through proportional representation. Candidates to be 

listed. 

i. An independent element should be retained representing labour, business, the 

professions, etc. 

ii. The Executive including a President and the Prime Minister to be drawn from 

the Senate vote. The Prime Minister to head the Cabinet. The President, Head of 

State to have veto power regarding legislation, with Parliament having the 

ability to override such vetoes. 

 

2. Local Government 

There is a need for an emphasis on regional planning. Local Government should be 

accommodated in the constitutionalised concept of regional planning.  There must be equity in 

regional development and in the provision and maintenance of local services, institutions and 

infrastructure. 

 

3. Recall of representatives 

The call for provisions for the recall of representatives may not be practical. Constituency 

representatives freed of ministerial duties should make their impact in communities more 

effective. They should also be ex-officio members of local government bodies and the Tobago 

House of Assembly. 

 

4. Term Limits 

Term limits for the President and Prime Minister in a democracy should be left to the political 

parties. We have seen many cases where the two-term limit has ultimately seen calls for a third 

term. This could be a compromise position with a reduction in the period between elections to 

four years. 

 

5. Fixed election dates 

Fixed election dates could be too confining; we have the opportunity in the present 

arrangement to call elections before the expiration of the five-year term. This is good. This 

should, however, be sanctioned by Parliament; it should not be the prerogative of an individual. 

 

6. Protection of Property and Person 

The right to protection of person and property should be reinforced by the right to bear arms to 

defend the same. Property invasion/trespassing should be a criminal offence not a civil matter 

as now obtains. 
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Addendum 

 

National Government 

a) Established through results of elections via proportional representation 

b) First two parties to form the government 

c) A fixed number of Cabinet posts 

d) First party to have first choice of Cabinet posts in proportion to their percentage of votes 

received 

Parliamentary secretaries to come from other party 


